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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fijolek 
(US 6,058,421). 

Considering claim 1, Fijolek discloses a provisioning method, comprising: 
associating a front end user access device (CM 16 in figure 1) to an internet service 
provider (column 6, lines 10-20 and column 12, lines 12-24); registering any secondary 
user access devices (CPE 18 in figure 1) behind the front end user access device to 
the internet service provider to which the front end user access device is associated 
(column 23, lines 5-16). 

As for claim 2, Fijolek discloses that the registering secondary user access 
devices further comprises: assigning IP addresses to any secondary user access 
devices (CPE 18 in figure 1) within a range of IP addresses associated with the ISP to 
which the front end user device is associated (column 16, lines 41-49 and column 23, 
lines 5-16). 
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With regards to claim 3, Fijolek discloses a method for providing open access on 
a per device level, comprising: assigning an internet protocol (IP) address to a user 
device (CM 16 in figures 1) upon a request for provisioning (column 12, lines 12-23); 
assigning an IP address within a same range as the IP address for the user device to 
each of a plurality of CPEs (CPE 18 in figure 1) behind the user access device (column 
16, lines 41-49 and column 23, lines 5-16). 

Regarding claim 4, Fijolek discloses that assigning an IP address comprises: 
determining an ISP of the device (column 23, lines 35-40); and assigning an IP 
address within an address range associated with the ISP (column 16, lines 41-49 and 
column 23, lines 5-16). 

Considering claim 5, Fijolek discloses that assigning IP address within the same 
range comprises: determining the ISP to which the device is registered (column 23, 
lines 35-40), and assigning within a same range (column 16, lines 41-49 and column 
23, lines 5-16). 

As for claim 6, Fijolek discloses a method for provisioning open access on a per 
cable modem level, comprising: receiving an access request from a cable modem for 
access to a network (column 12, lines 12-24); assigning an internet protocol (IP) 
address to a cable modem (CM 16 in figures 1) according to a subscription agreement 
with an internet service provider (ISP) (column 12, lines 12-23); and assigning separate 



Application/Control Number: 09/972,379 Page 4 

Art Unit: 261 1 

IP addresses to each of at least one customer provided equipment devices (CPE 18 in 
figure 1) associated with the cable modem, wherein the separate IP address are within 
a range of IP addresses belonging to the ISP (column 16, lines 41-49 and column 23, 
lines 5-16). 

With regards to claim 7, Fijolek discloses that assigning an IP address to the 
cable modem further comprises associating a media access control (MAC) address of 
the cable modem to the ISP (column 17, lines 55-60), and storing the MAC address at 
the ISP (column 21 , line 56 - column 22, line 5). 

Regarding claim 8, Fijolek discloses a method for provisioning open access on a 
per cable modem level, comprising: registering a cable modem user to an internet 
service provider (ISP) (column 6, lines 10-20); associating an IP address tied to the 
cable modem to the ISP (column 12, lines 12-24); connecting a user to the ISP using 
the cable modem (column 12, lines 12-36); and assigning IP addresses within a range 
of IP addresses associated with the ISP to any devices behind the cable modem 
(column 16, lines 41-49 and column 23, lines 5-16). 

Considering claim 9, Fijolek discloses that the cable modem is tied to the ISP 
using a media access control address (column 17, lines 55-60). 
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As for claim 10, Fijolek discloses a machine readable medium comprising 
machine readable instructions for causing a computer to perform a method (column 9, 
lines 40-64), the method comprising: assigning an internet protocol (IP) address to a 
cable modem (CM 16 in figures 1 ) according to a subscription agreement with an 
internet service provider (ISP) (column 12, lines 12-23); and assigning separate IP 
addresses to each of at least one customer provided equipment devices (CPE 18 in 
figure 1) associated with the cable modem, wherein the separate IP address are within 
a range of IP addresses belonging to the ISP (column 16, lines 41-49 and column 23, 
lines 5-16). 

With regards to claim 1 1 , Fijolek discloses that the cable modem is tied to the 
ISP using a media access control address (column 17, lines 55-60). 

Regarding claim 12, Fijolek discloses a provisioning system, comprising: a 
dynamic host configuration protocol (DHCP) server (66 in figure 2) (column 13, lines 62 
- column 14, line 7) having a processor, a main memory, and a mass storage device 
(column 8, lines 49-64 and column 9, lines 40-64); a trivial file transfer protocol server 
(64 in figure 2 and column 8, lines 49-64); and a network connection (52 in figure 2); 
wherein the DHCP server has stored thereon for operation in main memory by the 
processor a machine readable medium comprising instructions for causing the DHCP 
server to execute a method comprising: assigning an internet protocol (IP) address to a 
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cable modem (CM 16 in figures 1) according to a subscription agreement with an 
internet service provider (ISP) (column 12, lines 12-23); and assigning separate IP 
addresses to each of at least one customer provided equipment devices (CPE 18 in 
figure 1 ) associated with the cable modem, wherein the separate IP address are within 
a range of IP addresses belonging to the ISP (column 16, lines 41-49 and column 23, 
lines 5-16). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harun M. Yimam whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7260. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



HMY 



